GREAT NECK SOUTH MIDDLE SCHOOL PARENT TEACHER ASSOCIATION


August 2010

Dear SMS Families:

On behalf of the entire PTA Executive Board, it is my pleasure to greet you as we look forward to the 2010-2011 school year. Your PTA sponsors wonderful programs for students and parents.  The PTA is your representative at district-wide meetings, including the Board of Education and UPTC.  

Our organization is only as strong as its membership.  Educational research tells us that children benefit from parental involvement; parents who are engaged in their children’s educational and emotional development reap the rewards of each child’s academic growth and social maturity.  Some may feel that participation in the educational process diminishes as children move from elementary to middle school.   School officials refute that notion, citing numerous studies which link student success to parental support.  

Our goals for the upcoming year include continuation of our recycling and conservation efforts, which include reducing plastic bottle consumption by promoting the use of stainless steel bottles, which will be on sale to students beginning in September.   We will also continue to promote the use of e-mail and the school’s website, thereby reducing paper usage.   These activities are relatively simple steps; however, perhaps most importantly, each provides a model of expectation for our children.

Included in this packet is a membership dues form/volunteer form, which we request you complete and return to the South Middle School main office.  This can be accomplished by mailing the form to: Great Neck South PTA, 349 Lakeville Road, Great Neck, NY 11020, or having your child deliver it to school at the start of the year.  

Please circle the date, Monday October 4, 2010 scheduled to begin at 8:00 p.m.  
                                       Featured speakers are:

                                       Principal -Dr. James Welsch 
                                       Vice Principal- Gerald Cozine 
                                       Dr. Stephen Lando –Assistant Superintendent for Secondary Education 

I am looking forward to joining with you as we begin a new school year.  I sincerely hope you will take an active role and be a participant in some of our programs.

If you have any questions, concerns, and/or suggestions, please contact any officer of the PTA Board.  Contact information is listed in the parent handbook and school district calendar.

Wishing you a safe, healthy, and enjoyable end to summer vacations, I look forward to greeting you during the next few weeks.

Sincerely,


Judy Liman
President
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