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This year, you will see some familiar and 
some new faces in our Health Staff here at 
Saddle Rock School. Here is a who’s who of 
our team just for you! 

Lisa Garten 
My name is Lisa Garten and I will be the new 
School Nurse at Saddle Rock. I graduated from the 
University of Michigan (Go Blue!!) and received my 
Masters in Education from Hofstra University. I am 
a mom to three children, ages 13, 16, and 19. While 
raising my children, I decided to further my 
education and change careers from teaching to 
nursing. Nothing brings me greater joy than taking 
care of people, especially children. I look forward to 
being the school nurse at Saddle Rock. 
 
 

Welcome back to school! 
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Wendy Murad 
I am pleased to serve as one of the school social 
workers for Saddle Rock.  I work closely 
with students, families, teachers and administrators 
on issues that impact children.  Together we aim to 
promote student success. I will be working at Saddle 
Rock on Wednesdays this school year.  Please feel 
free to contact me with any questions or 
concerns.  I look forward to working with you to 
ensure that your child has a successful school year. 
 

 
 

 

          

 

 

 

Gabriella Duke 
Ms. Duke is Saddle Rock’s new part-time school 
psychologist. Ms. Duke has her Master’s Degree 
in School Psychology from St. John’s University 
and is working towards finishing her doctorate this 
fall. Ms. Duke is excited to work with Saddle 
Rock students on Mondays and Wednesdays this 
school year. She will be the primary case manager 
for our kindergarten and third grade students. Ms. 
Duke is passionate about helping all children feel 
comfortable and competent so that they can learn 
to their fullest potential. In counseling groups, she 
works with students to support their social, 
emotional, and behavioral development through 
child-friendly activities and skills-based practice. 
Ms. Duke also consults with teachers to support 
children’s learning and engagement in the 
classroom, as well as with parents to support their 
child’s development at home. Additionally, Ms. 
Duke assesses students who are having difficulty 
learning and may need more support in school. 
Ms. Duke looks forward to serving Saddle Rock’s 
community of young learners!   
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We are all looking forward to a 
great year at Saddle Rock!  

Warmly, 

--The Health Staff  
at Saddle Rock 

Julie Goldin 
Ms. Goldin has worked with children and families 
as a social worker across New York City in 
schools, homes and community agencies for the 
past 8 years, and feels it is an honor to join Great 
Neck Schools in this role. Ms. Goldin believes that 
every student and parent works their hardest and 
does their very best. She is committed to taking a 
warm and supportive approach to empower people 
to achieve the goals that are personally and 
culturally valuable to them. Ms. Goldin is 
available to help students develop new 
interpersonal and emotional skills that can 
improve their academic and social progress, and to 
support parents as they build stronger and more 
productive relationships with their child's 
school. Every person has unique individual 
strengths that can contribute to the growth of 
their entire community. Personally, Ms. Goldin 
loves singing Broadway musicals, cooking and 
traveling. She would like to invite all families to 
call, email or stop by her office to begin forming a 
positive connection and start working together to 
make our school community stronger than ever. 
 

 

Anthony Iacovelli 
Dr. Anthony Iacovelli, or “Dr. I”, has been the full 
time school psychologist at Saddle Rock since 2011. 
He received his Ph.D. from Hofstra University in 
combined Clinical and School Psychology where he 
specialized in anxiety disorders, anger management, 
and student counseling. In addition to his role as a 
school psychologist, Dr. Iacovelli treats children, 
adolescents, and adults in his private practice.  
 
At Saddle Rock, Dr. Iacovelli case manages many of 
the students throughout the building, including those 
requiring special education. His job is to help children 
succeed academically, socially, and emotionally. Dr. 
Iacovelli strives to create a safe, healthy, and 
supportive learning environment for all students that 
strengthen connections between home and school. His 
goal is to have every child have at least one person that 
they can call their friend. 
 
Dr. Iacovelli practices cognitive-behavioral 
psychology, which means that what we think and what 
we do influences how we feel. For example, when we 
tell ourselves that we are going to do well and are 
prepared, we can often feel more confident. However, 
when we think that we are not going to do well and are 
not prepared, we can become anxious or worried. With 
our Saddle Rock students, Dr. Iacovelli works to 
increase their positive thoughts and actions to 
maximize their potential for success. 
 


