
   South Middle School 
Parent Primer: 

Instructional Technology



The objective of this presentation is to
provide you with information, tools, and resources to help you 

help your child navigate through their middle school years.

● What can parents do to help their 
child(ren)?
○ Google Classroom Guardian Summaries
○ Infinite Campus Parent Portal
○ Manage Screen Time
○ Screenguide

○ Talk to your children about proper use

● What does GNPS provide?           
iPad, accessories, access to digital 
resources

● What we teach students?      
iPad maintenance, proper use, digital 
citizenship, etc.

● Where is work posted?                             
Google Classroom & Classkick



iPads & Accessories
iPads
● iPad 9th Generation -  provided to the majority of 6th grade students

● iPad 8th Generation - provided to the majority of 7th grade students

● iPad 8th Generation - provided to the majority of 8th grade students

Accessories
● Apple 12W USB power adapter - $19 

● Apple lightning to USB Cable (3ft) - $19

● STM Dux Case - $30



iPad Agreement - Key points
○ We discuss proper care of the iPad and accessories with students

● Any damage, loss, or theft must be reported 
immediately to the school. 

● Accessories must be returned.

○ First accidental damage or documented theft will be equally shared. 

○ The current cost for repairs ranges from $30 to $180 (50% of the repair cost 
= $15 or $90) or, in the case of replacement, $300 (50% of the cost to buy a 
new device = $150). 
● Cracked screens = $120; Half price on first issue = $60
● If the iPad is stolen a police report must be submitted to GNPS tor else 

the user is expected to pay the full replacement cost.



iPad Agreement - Key points continued...

○ A spare iPad, if available, will be loaned only after payment for the estimated 
repair is received. 

○ Internet filtering is not possible through the iPad and is dependent on the home 
(see slide on Screenguide).

○ The App Store is disabled; Approved apps are only available
in the Mosyle School app.



● to “take good care of the iPad.”

● to keep it in the protective case; less rugged cases are not acceptable.

● to only use MFI-certified charging 
accessories.

● to update the iOS regularly.

● to manage the iPad’s storage.

● to be careful with the iPad!

iPad Maintenance
Students are regularly reminded:



Google Classroom

a

All SMS teachers use Google Classroom for announcements and 
assignments. Just have your child show you their “To-do” list 
in Google Classroom to help them stay on top of their work.



Guardian Summaries
?

Guardians can also request 
teachers to send them an 

email invitation to daily or 
weekly assignment 

summaries. 

https://support.google.com/edu/classroom/answer/6386354?hl=en


Guardian Summaries...continued 

 In your email 
program, at the 

bottom of any email 
summary, click 

Settings

You will need to 
accept your child’s 

teacher’s email invite

Choose the frequency 
that you wish to receive 
summaries - weekly or 
daily with a Google 
email account only



Many teachers also 
use Classkick for 

assignments.

● In particular, The World Language Department uses 
Classkick as its primary means of distributing content.

● World Language teachers post a document listing nightly 
homework in your child’s Google Classroom to remind 
students when Classkick assignments are due.



Campus Parent Portal
Sign in via 
the web or 
mobile app

   Student  Parent

https://www.greatneck.k12.ny.us/
https://www.greatneck.k12.ny.us/


Campus Parent Portal continued...

Announcements Calendar view



Campus Parent Portal continued...

Individual Assignments 
with grades & comments

Teachers will post major 
grades and may post more. 



Managing Screen Time
● Just as SMS prioritizes screen time for learning, 

parents/guardians are encouraged to do the same at 
home: 
○ Prioritize screen time for HW.
○ Limit screen time for recreation and socialization.

● The App Store is disabled and students only have 
access to school-approved apps via the App Catalog.

● Monitor your child’s browsing history.

● Screentime does not work well with MDM systems but 
Screenguide is now available.

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1apT8qV0FQi1Dp19XWLKhJZDEjelNTakxlBxxGPP-nUw/edit?usp=sharing


Managing Screen Time

● ScreenGuide offers 
parents/guardians a host of 
features that allow for 
control of the school-issued 
iPad between the hours of 
4:00PM & 6:30AM.

Coming soon…

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1apT8qV0FQi1Dp19XWLKhJZDEjelNTakxlBxxGPP-nUw/edit?usp=sharing


 Students can access all 

their Notability notes 

from any 

Internet-connected 

device via a web 

browser.  

My child doesn’t have access to their 
iPad this evening.  What can we do?

Students can always submit work via a computer or other 

personal device that connects to the Internet via a web browser. 



● Students may certainly use 

traditional pen and paper or 

they can visit the GN public 

library to access their 

classwork. 

My child doesn’t have access to wifi 
this evening.  What can we do?

● Encourage your child to communicate with 

their teachers.

● Teachers appreciate the effort!



6th Grade Digital Citizenship 
Curriculum 

● iPad Basics
○ How do I care for the iPad?
○ What SMS policies am I responsible for know?
○ What do I do if I have a problem?
○ What are the common student pitfalls to avoid in 

order to stay out of trouble?

● Media Balance
○ What steps can help you find balance in your use of 

media?
○ We will evaluate our media use at home and in school.
○ We will develop strategies to help students find 

balance.



6th Grade Scope & Sequence continued
● Academic Integrity

○ What is cheating?
○ What is academic integrity?
○ How do we ensure we have academic integrity?
○ Scenarios!!!!

● Finding Credible Information
○ What steps can help you find what you're looking for 

when you search online?
○ How do I evaluate the credibility of a source(s)?
○ How do I use Noodletools to properly cite sources in an 

academic format (MLA)?



7th Grade Scope & Sequence
● The Role of Digital Media in Our Lives

○ We discuss the ways in which digital media is used.
○ Students create a simile comparing their digital media life to something via a 

Google Slides presentation

● My Social Media Life
○ We discuss the ways in which we all use social media.
○ We share ways in which the use of social media impacts our relationships.
○ Students are given strategies to handle uncomfortable “red flag” feelings that 

may arise. 

● Digital Media and Your Brain
○ We discuss ways in which our devices and applications are designed to hook us 

into their use.
○ Students are taught to take note of both addictive design and humane design 

features



Damon Reader

Department Chair of Library & 
Instructional Technology

dreader@greatneck.k12.ny.us

516-441-4649

mailto:dreader@greatneck.k12.ny.us

