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Things To Do Over The Summer
by Samantha Douma

It can be very boring, sitting at
home, staring at a wall or doing
nothing over summer vacation.
Here are a few things you can do
or create over the summer!
1. Make Ice Pops: There is
nothing better than a nice fresh
ice pop on a hot day. Easy to
make and delicious, you can
share with family and friends.
2. Go to Amusement Park: Go
to an amusement park for some
fun and win some prizes and
make some enjoyable memories.

3. Have a Picnic: Maybe it’s
old-fashioned, but it’s good for
fresh air and a perfect moment
to watch the sunset (if you wish
to go at sunset).
4. Take a Road Trip: Grab a
map, start the car and hop in!
You and your family can enjoy
a nice road trip to an enjoyable
scenic place. There are lots of
places to visit, just a short ride
away.
I hope these suggestions are
helpful to you over the summer!
Enjoy the summer!

Sweet School Facts
by Sheba Chan & Elle Chiu

Congratulations, SMS!
Great Neck South Middle
School has been recognized
by the ADL as a No Place
for Hate school with a gold
star distinction! What does
this mean? This means our
school has actively worked
to make SMS a place where
students feel safe and accepted, where diversity
is celebrated, and where
students have the tools to
speak up against hate.

By pledging to promote the
“common good,” reading
books from diverse perspectives, celebrating our
diverse cultural heritages,
and listening to and discussing the testimony of
Holocaust survivors, you
have all contributed to making our school No Place for
Hate. Keep up the hard and
courageous work!

2021-2022: A School Year In Review
by Sheba Chan, Elle Chiu

Field Trips!

During November,
the 6th grade had a field
trip to the BOCES Brookville
Outdoor & Environmental Center. There were fun
team-building activities like
crossing ropes, getting on a
large plank without spilling
water, climbing a giant wall,
and more!
7th Grade had two
field trips: Cold Spring Harbor DNA Lab and Adventureland. The DNA Museum
was a science field trip
where kids did hands-on
learning activities with DNA

scientists, and Adventureland was a day of rides and
fun for the whole grade.
In the fall, 8th graders took a field trip to The
Adventure Park of Long
Island. 8th grade students
loved the challenge of climbing ropes courses! The end
of the year trip was in Kent,
Connecticut, at Club Getaway. There were a variety
of activities to participate
in from zip-lining, ropes
courses, outdoor volleyball,
and even a dance party.

Retirements!

Congratulations to our retiring teachers: Mr. Lane

(technology), Mr. Carras
(English), Señora Paez
(Spanish), and Dr. Friedman (science). Thank you
for all of your hard work!

(Our) Highlights!
Stick Tag

Stick Tag, a scratch multiplayer game, made for a fun
competition throughout all
the grades. The 6th grade
winners were Tristan Lee,
Elle Chiu, and Dave Rubinchik. 7th grade winners
were Randy Aguilar, Louis
Liu, and Matthew Leong.
The 8th grade champions
were Allen Vee, Sean Sodhi,
and Mofan Yu.

Relay for Life

Dunking a teacher! Free
ice pops! A moving kickoff!
Our school raised approximately $7,00 to fund Cancer
research and awareness. Go
SMS!

Beauty & the Beast

This year’s production of
Beauty and the Beast was a great
success. The cast and crew
put in a lot of effort and
worked for a long time.
Thank you to the Blue and
Orange cast and all of the
teachers who helped with
the production!
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Vaccines, Our Weapons Against COVID
by Caylin Wong and Madeleine
Lennox

Graphic from the CDC shown
above represents how many
kids are being vaccinated from
ages 5-11 as of December 2021.

There are three approved
and authorized by the CDC COVID
vaccines: Pfizer-BioNTech , Moderna, and Johnson & Johnson’s
Jansen. The Pfizer vaccine (more
common because it is available to
more people) is given in 2 doses,
3 weeks apart, and you are fully
vaccinated 2 weeks after your
2nd shot. Pfizer is available for
those 5 years old and older while
Moderna (both the booster and
vaccine) and J & J (just the vaccine is CDC approved) is available
for those 18 years old and older.
The Pfizer vaccine ingredients are especially important
because that’s the vaccine you’ve
most likely gotten. Children
ages 5-11 receive the same in-

gredients, in smaller doses. One
ingredient is the mRNA, or the
Nucleoside-modified mRNA encoding the viral spike (S) glycoprotein of COVID. Its purpose is to
provide instructions for the body
to make a harmless protein that
acts as the virus and causes an
immune response that prevents
the body from getting sick from
COVID in the future. Another
ingredient is lipids (fats), which
work with the mRNA to enter
cells. The last ingredient is sugar
and salts, with the purpose of
working with the vaccine molecules while the vaccine is created
and stored until it is needed. You
can visit the CDC’s website to find
out more.
When children get COVID19, they can have both short and
long-term health situations and
can spread COVID-19 to other
kids in school. As of printing, 18%
of all positive COVID-19 testing is
from children and the numbers
are rising higher. When children
are infected with COVID-19, they
also could develop other health
problems such as multisystem inflammatory syndrome or MIS-C.
This causes parts of the body to
become inflamed like the heart,
the lungs, brain, etc. With the vaccine, children are more protected
from getting seriously sick. Scientists performed clinical trials with

thousands of children to make
sure that the vaccine is safe, and
deemed that it was.
After getting the vaccine,
make sure to take lots of rest. It’s
common for people to experience
some kind of reaction, but drinking plenty of water will lessen
it. Anyone living in the U.S. is
provided with free vaccines for
COVID-19 by the federal government. Check your local pharmacy
for any vaccination appointments
or walk-ins.
Booster shots are available for ages 12+ after 5-6 months
from their 2nd COVID-19 vaccine
shot. Research has shown that
the booster shot can protect you
from the stronger variants such
as the Omicron and the Delta variant. The Pfizer booster can give
about 75% of protection from the
Omicron variant. It also provides
85% protection against other
severe illnesses and hospitalization. This means that even if you
get COVID-19, you’re less likely
to experience severe symptoms.
Getting the booster can help lower
the chances of experiencing severe symptoms or dying as well.
Let’s protect ourselves with one of
our best weapons against COVID19!

Is Wikipedia a Reliable Source?
by Claire Shang
We’ve all heard people claim
Wikipedia to be an unreliable source,
as it is typically unallowed as a
source for school projects. However,
despite this restriction, the consistent presence of Wikipedia on search
engines begs the question, is our understanding of this online encyclopedia accurate?
It is a well known fact that
everyone can contribute to Wikipedia, regardless of their expertise.
However, another online encyclopedia, Nupedia, now known as the
predecessor of Wikipedia, suffered
from its insistence that only experts
contribute. When Nupedia was still
a functioning website, only experts
could edit and add pages to the digital encyclopedia. So, before becoming
a defunct site, Nupedia had only 24
articles, whereas Wikipedia already
had 200 articles in its first month.
The amount of expertise that was
required to contribute to Nupedia
caused the encyclopedia to become
quite useless, as there were countless
topics that weren’t covered.
Wikipedia became an encyclopedia with seemingly endless
information, precisely because of the
amount of contributors. Of course
there can also be some people who
are editing Wikipedia articles just

to spread misinformation. But in
order to spot these people, we must
try to understand their mindset,
and this depends on the nature of
the topic itself. I wanted to talk to an
expert about this, so I spoke to Mr.
Isaac, a social studies teacher. He
says, “If someone were going to go
on Wikipedia to mess something up,
they would probably target articles
on popular subjects, such as ‘George
Washington.’ People are less likely to
manipulate more complex articles,
partly because they themselves don’t
understand the article, and partly
because these articles are less likely
to be viewed (which ruins the “fun” of
altering them). So, actually, it’s possible that the more complex an article
is, the more accurate it is as well.”
Many people have claimed
that, because everyone can edit on
Wikipedia, the information that those
editors contribute are more likely
to be false. Mr. Isaac mentions the
existence of misinformation on Wikipedia by saying, “Wikipedia is quite a
big encyclopedia, so it’s possible that
there’s some information that may be
inaccurate. But, it’s also possible that
these articles will be removed or edited. Of course, it’s also possible that
these articles will go on unchecked.”
As a matter of fact, there is an extensive list of faux articles on Wikipedia.
One of the most notorious ones was
the hoax article on Eduardo Corro-

chio, which survived a whopping 16
years on Wikipedia before its deletion
in August 2021. The author of the
article claimed Eduardo Corrochio to
be a famous tap dancer of the 1890s.
However, the style of tap dancing was
only first created in 1928.
So, is Wikipedia basically a
useless tool? Perhaps not. Mr. Isaac
suggests some new, creative ways
to utilize Wikipedia to improve our
work, “Well, first of all, the information (on Wikipedia) might be wrong.
Also, a lot of people only use Wikipedia and don’t look at other sources.
So, I tell my students that it may be
ok to start on Wikipedia for general
background info, but also to use other
sources as well. Especially for my
students in the National History Day
elective, I tell them to look at the
sources on the bottom of Wikipedia,
because Wikipedia articles are often
incredibly well-sourced, and Wikipedia articles can actually point or lead
you to other great sources.” In conclusion, although Wikipedia might be
known in schools as an “unreliable”
source, we shouldn’t forget the fact
that it yields a lot of useful information as well.

Op-Ed
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Eliminate Plastics
by Cassandra Zheng
According to McGrath from
TimeforKids.com, “The U.S. alone
throws away some 500 million plastic
straws a day. That’s enough to circle
the Earth twice.” Over the years, plastic has become an extremely big part
of our lives. We use a plastic product
once, throw it away, and buy it again.
This type of behavior has become a
routine for some consumers, but what
people don’t know is that this material is quietly accumulating and filling
up our planet. Plastic is polluting our
natural environment, endangering
animals and their healthy intake of
food, and harming our own health.
Although plastic is a material that is
used in many products worldwide,
the rising problems that it has on the
environment clearly shows that it
must be banned in the United States.
Plastic is a material that should
be banned in the United States because it is polluting our natural
environment. Plastic takes decades
to break down which causes it to
accumulate over the years due to
people disposing of it. The amount of
this material that is in our landfills is
completely out of control with more
being added by millions of people each
day. According to “Plastics: Material-Specific Data,” “In 2018, landfills
received 27 million tons of plastic.”
From this quote, it is clear that our
discarding of plastic products is polluting our environment because our
waste is piling up in landfills. Though
we may think that plastic will eventually decompose over time, the fact is
that it’s only breaking up into smaller
pieces. This causes the plastic problem to be even worse than we think.
In addition to polluting our land, plastic is also contaminating our oceans.
McGrath states, “Studies show that
165 million tons of plastic debris is
floating in our oceans and could soon

outweigh all the fish.” The amount
of plastic that has already and will
continue to accumulate has already
become a big factor in a marine animal’s life where they could encounter
it on a day to day basis. Plastic first
gets into the ocean through storms
that may have washed plastic litter
into streams and rivers, causing it to
flow into the ocean. Most plastic in
the ocean is found to be either polyethylene or polypropylene, two types
of plastic that are found in grocery
bags, toys, and food packaging. With
this amount of plastic that is now in
our oceans, extracting all the plastic
particles will be elusive. This demonstrates the massive problem that
plastic has on the cleanliness and
wellbeing of our environment.
Another reason why plastic
should be banned in the United States
is because it not only pollutes our
environment, but is also endangering animals and their healthy intake
of food. After we discard our plastic
products, they will eventually end
up around the streets, in fields, in
oceans, and across all sorts of terrain, exposing many animals of all
different kinds of species to plastics’
harmful effects. An example of this
is how many animals may mistake
plastic for food. Plastic bits, such as
microbeads, may appear to be edible
and could be mistakenly eaten. When
consumed, plastic could result in
animals getting sick or even death.
The health of many animals are at
risk because of what we are exposing
them to. We are at fault for the danger that we put animals in because of
our use of plastic. Another example
of plastics’ harmful effects is the way
that animals can get trapped or entangled in it. This can lead to serious
life threatening effects. The harmful
effects of plastic is evident because
it is such a lightweight, flexible, and
durable material that animals can

easily get caught into and attempt
to consume. As well as endangering
animals, plastic is also disrupting
an animal’s healthy intake of food.
When an organism consumes plastic,
it gives less room for the animal to
store fat, protein, and carbohydrates.
Over time, more and more plastic
ends up in the bodies of the predators
as they consume the prey (Stevens).
This plastic problem has become so
great that many animals aren’t just
digesting food, but also consuming
plastic. The disruption that plastic
has on an animal’s intake is affecting
their consumption of nutrients, and
is even resulting in plastic being in
the food that we and many other animals consume. Based on these pieces
of evidence, it is clear that plastic
should be banned in the United States
because it is endangering the animals
and the ecosystems.
Finally, plastic should be
banned in the United States because
it is harming our own health. We
may not realize at first how harmful
plastic can be to our health, but the
production process of plastic is actually hurting ourselves and those
around us. According to “Plastic and
Human Health: A Lifecycle Approach
to Plastic Pollution,” “Over 170 fracking chemicals that are used to produce the main feedstocks for plastic
have known human health impacts,
including cancer, neurological, reproductive, and developmental toxicity,
impairment of the immune system,
and more. These toxins have direct
and documented impacts on skin,
eyes, and other sensory organs, the
respiratory, nervous, and gastrointestinal systems, liver, and brain.” This
proves that during the extraction and
transportation process of plastic, the
toxins and chemicals released into
the air, can cause harm to our health.
Almost all plastic products are made
from fossil fuels which negatively

impact our health. During the extraction of oil and gas, many different
toxic substances get released into the
air and water in very large amounts.
Not only is the extraction of oil affecting our health, but our consumer
use of the plastic products are also
exposing us to plastic chemicals that
can harm us. Using plastic products
can cause us to inhale large amounts
of toxic substances and microplastic
particles. How could something that
is physically harming us be acceptable?
Some may argue that plastic
shouldn’t be banned because many
companies still need the strong and
durable material. This is an understandable argument, however, many
people have found different materials
that can be used to substitute plastic
without being just as harmful. Harvard scientist, David Edwards, designed an edible packaging material
called WikiCell that protects a food
or a liquid in the form of a peel to be
a substitution for plastic wrap. WikiCell is made from food particles from
chocolate, fruits, seeds, or nuts (McGrath). This demonstrates how plastic can be banned without disrupting
the materials that companies use because there are many substitutes that
can be used in place of plastic. These
pieces of evidence demonstrate that
plastic should be banned because it is
harming our own health.
In 2050, about thirty years
from now, what do you want our
world to be? Do you wish to find plastic piles over our beaches or plastic
litter all over the streets? Do you
want to see animals entangled and
trapped in plastic? What we choose
to do today will affect our world tomorrow and years to come. We only
have one planet, one Earth that can
sustain us all. Before we buy another
pack of plastic utensils, first think
about what you want our future world
to look like?

Why Fast Food Restaurants Are Awesome
by Michael Sun, Max Kong, and
Mark Li
If you’re a person who likes to just
get answers, here are 5 reasons
why fast food restaurants are awesome.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

They’re quick
They’re easy to get to
Fast food is delicious
They’re inexpensive
No need to cook

You’re probably already hungry,
reading this list. And FYI, there
is just a McDonald’s on Northern
Blvd in Queens, which is only a few
minutes away! Here are some reasons why fast food restaurants are
so popular.

1. THEY ARE QUICK
AND CONVENIENT!
When ordering your food at a
drive thru, all you have to do is
pay your money through the window, and the food comes right out
in a few seconds. And it’s just as
tasty as just getting food inside
the restaurant. Even when there
isn’t a drive thru, it still takes
only minutes to order your food
inside. And even when it takes
longer than usual, it’s still much
faster than cooking.

2. YOU CAN GET TO
THEM EASILY!
If you are in a rush and on the
road, stopping by a fast food drive
thru would only take a few minutes. But let’s say you want to
satisfy your taste buds and you’re

too tired to get out of the house.
Calling for a delivery is a quick
and easy way to get delicious fast
food.

3. FAST FOOD IS
YUMMY!
According to webmd.com, 69.2
percent of the 600 people who
took the poll they hosted said that
fast food is delicious. In addition,
a poll conducted by South Middle students showed that nearly
half of polled students preferred
fast food over cooking. Even full
meals! More recently fast food
restaurants have been adding
more healthy options. Things like
lettuce, tomatoes, pickled cucumbers, are all vegetables that the
fast food restaurants might have.
Soup, yogurt, and juice are also
available some of the time.

4. FAST FOOD IS INEXPENSIVE!
Fast food is very inexpensive.
You could get a Happy Meal full
with a hamburger or chicken
nuggets, milk or other beverages,
fries, yogurt, or apple slices, and
a toy for about only 3 dollars!
Think of the variety! You could
also get an entire Big Mac at
around that price, and in general,
fast food is cheap.

5. YOU DON’T NEED TO
COOK!
You don’t need to lift a finger.
Except for maybe driving, paying, and eating. Fast food is “fast”
because it’s quick, easy, and efficient. Just let the service bring
the hot meal to you. It is all just so
simple.
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Constructed Languages:
Manmade Communication

All You Wanted to Know About Graphs
Bar Graphs

by Addison Thompson

by Raymond Zhang

Here are some explanations
for why you might use a certain
graph, and how you can go about
making them.
Bar Model

The purpose of a bar model
is to display the value of different
units in a problem to help visualize
the solution.You can show multiplication, subtraction, addition, and division problems. A bar model always
has three major parts: the number
of bars, color, and units. In this bar
model there are 3 bars in total, so
each bar is worth 6 units of something. As you can see, this bar model
uses Xs to symbolize which part of
the bar model that is meant to represent the part of the problem you’re
trying to solve. If it helps, try adding
different colors and details to help
you solve your problem.

The purpose of a bar graph is
to show information for many different categories at the same time. You
can often use them for surveys and
other statistical questions. In these
graphs, you use bars to represent
how much of something there is. You
can use many different topics and colors for your bar graph. In this case,
someone conducted a survey of which
color was the most popular and how
many people like it. You can use the
values 2, 6, 1, 3, 5, and 3 to find the
mean mode and range of the data set
in this graph.
Dot Plot

Pie Chart

The purpose of a pie chart
is to display a data set as part of a
whole (100%). Pie charts can show
data sets, also addition, and subtraction problems with variables. Pie
charts have more complicated and
precise parts that represent a data
set in a part-part-whole strategy.
The whole circle is 100% and each
part represents the percentage of
surveyed people who are of certain
Ethnic backgrounds. As you can see,
if you don’t use different colors, then
it will be incredibly confusing to understand.

The purpose of a dot plot is
the same as a bar model, which is why
they’re connected. They use collected
information to tally all of the data and
find the measures of variation and
center. However, in this graph, they
use one dot to represent the amount
of something. Tip; Always make sure
that you don’t mix up how much a
symbol represents, this can lead to
silly mistakes. Also, in Dot Plots there
can be many different data values
that can be represented. That is why
most graphs can be translated to
other types of graphs.
Thanks for reading!

Apollo 11
by Addison Thompson
The Apollo space operation
was the NASA operation that sent
the first American men into space.
On July 20, 1969, Neil Armstrong,
Michael Collins, and Edwin “Buzz”
Aldrin landed on the moon. In this
momentous event, Neil Armstrong
said the famous quote, “That’s one
small step for man, one giant leap for
mankind.”

Edwin “Buzz” Aldrin on the moon

However, their journey was
not without problems. All because of
a minor anomaly, they almost died
during the launch, due to a severe
crash on earth, an overwhelmed computer, a blocked fuel line, and a broken engine switch. During the launch,
the three men banded together to
not let their country down no matter

Late Spring 2022

what. The amazing astronauts managed to make it home safely despite
having no fuel.Their capsule landed
safely in the pacific ocean with all
three members unharmed. This
greatly advanced the United States’
role in the space race against the Soviet Union, now named Russia.

A great barrier divides the
world. One that seeps through the
cracks of war, through the tiny
breathing holes of diplomatic relations, and through the growing coin
slots of international travel. One
that’s been relevant for as long as humans have lived separately: language
Aupa! Prakak jaso nituen atzo
Did you understand what I just
said? You probably didn’t because
you don’t speak the remote European
language of Basque. And you know
what? This is a problem, for I want to
visit Bizkaia and communicate with
the locals in their native language!
Good thing we have translators and
interpreters now-a-days, but wouldn’t
it be so much easier if we all just
spoke one, singular, easy to learn language?
Imagine if the world spoke
in their native tongue, but then also
learned an international language to
communicate with the world. That’s
what some creators of constructive
languages aimed for. A constructive
language is one that’s man made, one
that’s artificial. And when these creators created these languages, a goal
for a lot of them was to make communication easier and more accessible.
But not every creator aimed to do
that, and that’s why constructive languages are broken down into 4 types.
Auxiliary languages are constructive languages to provide fast
and easy communication. Auxiliary
languages are the most common and
abundant of the 4 types, and their
goal is one that’s quite admirable:
connecting the world. The most famous auxiliary language, Esperanto,
is a language with roots and ideas
stemming from many other European languages meant to connect the
world. The creator felt that there was
a huge divide separating humanity,
that we were seeing human beings
as Russians, Germans, Americans,
etc, and not who they really are: humans. He created the language to fix
this. This ideology is one connected
to many other creators of auxiliary
languages.
Ritual languages are languages
used in religious groups, communi-

Wordle: The Ultimate Game
by Isabell Dong and Quinn
Thompson

A Trend
Apollo 11 capsule in the Pacific Ocean

During the space race, NASA
enlisted African American women
as “human computers” who played
a crucial role in calculating all of the
possible outcomes and information.
Some of the most famous human computers were Mary Jackson, Dorothy
Vaughn, and Katherine Johnson. All
these people made the launch to the
moon possible. This shows that you
can do great things no matter how
much the world weighs down on you.

ties, or congregations and are created for that same reason. Many of
these languages were created in the
early 1950s and have great spiritual
meaning to their respective religions.
They aren’t as famous as auxiliary
languages as there are probably hundreds of those and less than twenty
ritual languages, but nonetheless
they serve a purpose and are used in
unique and interesting ways.
Engineered languages are those
created merely to test things out or
for linguistic research. They’re split
into three categories: philosophical,
experimental, and logical, each for a
different purpose. Philosophical languages are those meant to mirror an
aspect of philosophy. For example,
you could create a language out of
the idea of something like nihilism or
simplicity. Experimental languages
are created to explore or to test out
the waters of a linguistic element.
Creators of experimental languages
take risks and see if what they create
actually works: they apply science to
linguistics. Finally, logical languages
are meant to reduce ambiguity in
linguistics based on predicate logic.
Ambiguity in linguistics takes a lot
of forms, and the purpose of logical
languages is to try and eliminate as
many as they can in one language.
Fictional languages are those
created for a work of art. For books,
tv shows, movies, these languages
were created for that piece of work
only. Languages like Na’vi (Avatar),
Klingon (Star Trek), and the Mannish languages (Lord of the Rings)
are fictional languages all created to
build a world of their story. And with
the rise of sci-fi and dystopian books
and films, more and more of them are
being created every day.
There is so much to learn about
constructive languages, and the
topics I covered don’t even begin to
scratch the surface. In fact, researching this topic led me down a rabbit
hole touring me through the complications of linguistics itself, logic and
mathematics, and even religions and
cultures of the world. And going down
that rabbit hole allowed me to really
appreciate the whole field of linguistics, and I suggest everyone to at least
check it out.

Maybe your teacher suggested you
play Wordle, a word guessing game
so popular that most kids complete it
by their homeroom period. Wordle is
helpful, teaching kids new words and
it also has been played quite often by
content creators on many different
platforms, such as Twitch, Youtube,
Tiktok, and more.

Connecting The World

As students began to explore New
York Times Games, they started
playing new games such as Vertex, a

connecting dots game, Spelling Bee,
a game teaching kids to spell with
limited letters, Sudoku, a game of
problem solving, and Tiles, a matching game. There are also other games
with similar titles based on Wordle,
such as Nerdle, Glorble, Wordle,
Squabble, and more.

Living Wordle Life

As time continues, kids will become
living dictionaries, calculators, and
awesome students. Teachers should
continue to encourage kids to play
Wordle!

Our World

Page 5

Late Spring 2022

Dream Travel Destinations For Your Summer Vacation
Imagine you had the ability to travel anywhere in the world on your summer vacation. Where would you go? How
about one of these amazing destinations?
by Surabhi Deitz

Bora Bora:

Bora Bora has little to no
crowds of tourists most of the
time. Also, Bora Bora is known
for its very clean water and
exquisite beaches. It is a pest
free zone, meaning there are
no vermin such as snakes or
insects. If you like calm, quiet,
and bug free zones, Bora Bora
may be the place for you!

Tahiti:

Tahiti’s crystal clear water
is just some of its beautiful
features. Just like Bora Bora,
Tahiti is a vermin free zone. So
now you don’t have to worry
about bugs trailing around.
It contains steep mountains,
breathtaking views, great surfing waters, and a community
that sets it apart. If you like
this, Tahiti is the place for you!

8th Grade Hobby Day

Bangkok:

Located in the heart of Thailand, Bangkok has many great
reasons to go visit it. One reason is that Bangkok has amazing landmarks you can visit
such as Wat Arun and Reclining Buddha. Also, Bangkok has
a very unique history and its
culture has influenced many
cultures around the world. If
you find this interesting, Bangkok is the place for you!

There are so many unique
places in the world you can
visit, and there is so much to
explore and learn. Traveling to
new places can teach you new
culture, give you new foods to
try, and give you a new perspective on the world. I can’t
wait to travel again soon; what
about you?
*All images courtesy of Getty
Images.

But Do You Know Your STATE Flags?

Rebel Life
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Peer Leaders
by Madeleine Lennox
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ADL - World of Difference
On May 4th and 5th, a group of 24 7th graders participated in the ADL’s
World of Difference Peer Leadership training. The program is designed
to help students recognize bias and prejudice, recognize the value of
diversity, promote collaboration, and find ways to challenge bias, prejudice, and hate both in our school and in the world.

The Peer Leaders on Relay Field Day 2022 with advisors Mr. Isaac
and Mrs. Chase
As the year comes to a close and the eighth graders graduate, the important roles the 8th graders leave behind will need to be filled. One important
role will be of a Peer Leader. Peer Leaders are a group of volunteers who help
run school-wide events and activities and help the South Middle School community in many ways.
Peer Leaders oversee the Flapjack Applebee’s Breakfast, Career Day,
Relay Field Day, the Relay for Life Car Wash, and more. Other opportunities include selling Purple Day paraphernalia (like the purple bow ties and lanyards),
helping to direct visitors, handing out programs at the band and orchestra concerts, and introducing incoming sixth grade students to the school with a tour.
In addition to the personal fulfillment of helping your school community, there are many benefits to becoming a Peer Leader. For example, upon
being selected, you’re invited to a pizza party at the end of the year. Secondly,
you learn a great deal about organizing and planning, strengthening those skills
(especially helpful as you enter high school). Thirdly, and perhaps most gratifying, is that being a Peer Leader offers opportunities to collaborate with peers
and friends through many fun and rewarding experiences.
Lastly, being a Peer Leader helps develop leadership and teaching skills.
After all, a large part of being a Peer Leader is guiding younger students, especially sixth graders, as they adjust and navigate their new school environment.
Peer Leaders assemble a short, one-page reference sheet to help students prepare and acclimate for the upcoming school year in September. They also set up
homeroom presentations for sixth graders, to assist them with important skills
for middle school success. “Soft Skills” and “Organization and Academics” were
two of the topics this year.
“Not only was it gratifying to be able to help other people in my school,
but I also made amazing memories by being a part of this program. From the
candy at our lunch meetings to our team-building escape room field trip, this was one
of the best parts of my last year at South Middle.” says one of this year’s Peer Leaders.
Peer Leader meetings are held during lunchtimes and duties are shared. It would not
take too much time from individual schedules. Consider joining the Peer Leaders and helping to
enrich our South Middle School community!

7th Grade Career Day

On May 17th the 13 8th graders who were trained in last year’s program, and a few new members, came together again to have reflective
discussions and further develop their leadership skills as they enter
high school.

We are so proud of the work these Adolescent Advocates did and will
continue to do!

Community Action Club
On Friday, June 3, three 6th grade students- Cameron Fein,

Mackenzie Lee, and Maxwell Stolove- went on HTV to thank the SMS
community for their ongoing support of the Community Action Committee.
With help from South Middle, the CAC was able to participate in the following
acts of community outreach:
●
Sidewalk Chalk and messages of hope and cheer
●
Halloween treats for the military and first responders through Operation Gratitude
●
Thanksgiving food collection for Great Neck’s very own St. Aloysius
Food Bank
●
Snowflakes of Cheer throughout the halls of SMS
●
Valentine’s Day post-its on every locker
●
ELA “Snacks for All” to support SMS students on the first day of state
testing
●
Partnership with Blankets of Hope, a non-profit, service-oriented organization
●
Donation of 50 blankets and personalized, student-written notes to the
Ukrainian Americans of Long Island organization
●
Donation of 190 blankets and personalized, student-written notes to
the Long Island Coalition for the Homeless
●
Monetary donation to Relay for Life and the American Cancer Society
●
School supply drive in partnership with the Long Island Coalition for
the Homeless
●
Spring food donation for Great Neck’s very own St. Aloysius Food Bank
to fight food insecurity in Great Neck
●
Monetary donation of over $2000 to help cover the cost of summer
school schedules for two Great Neck students

A big THANK YOU to Cameron, Mackenzie, and Max. And a
huge THANK YOU to everyone who helped make the Community
Action Committee so successful this year!

Rebel Life
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Mr. Reader has been practicing keyboarding skills with the
White Team, Team Voyager, and Team Wonder. He held the
Ultimate Keyboarding Championship to see who has the fastest fingers! With music blaring and an air of friendly competition, Mr. Reader offered students the opportunity to show just
how much their keyboarding skills have improved.

Friday in the Front
Thank you to all of the Friday in the Front performers this year! You brought joy to the
halls of South Middle!

Late Spring 2022

Your Name Is

A Song

The DEI and the PTA introduced Your Name Is a Song to SMS
students through a read-aloud aired through HTV. Students
listened to a member of the PTA read the book and then they
spent some time thinking of the beauty of their own names.

Club Getaway
The 8th graders had a wonderful time on their trip.

Kudos
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Math Team Earns
Distinctions

Late Spring 2022

Relay For Life
by Mark Li and Surabhi Diez

Team Competitors at
States

Mofan
&
Marco

Students collaborating on the Purple Comet contest

The MATHCOUNTS competition ran a little differently again
this year, with the Long Island Chapter competition being held remotely
for the second year in a row. MATHCOUNTS is a national competition
event for middle schools, focusing on problem-solving, speed, and accuracy.
Participating in the competition (in Feb.) were 8th graders Benson Chou, Weiyi Jing, Nandini Khaneja, Marcus Lee, Ethan Moy, Jinxian
Elaine Su, Mofan Yu, Jingxian Yuan, Marco Zhan and Cynthia Zhang,
along with 7th grader Bryan Cheng and 6th grader Michael Sun. Benson,
Marco, Mofan and Jingxian worked together diligently on the Team
Round. However, due to the remote nature of the contest, the Team
Round was not counted officially, and only individuals could advance
to States. Based on their stellar performance at the Long Island level,
Marco and Mofan advanced to the State level and traveled to Rensselaer
Polytechnic Institute in March for this very challenging level of competition.
In April, SMS students competed in the PURPLE COMET contest, an international, online event which focuses on creative (and intense!) problem-solving. Team A (Benson Chou, Andy Wu, Mofan Yu,
Marco Zhan, Marvin Zhong) came in 6th place in NY State!
Congratulations to all our talented young mathematicians on
their outstanding achievements!

Lincoln Center
On Thursday, June 2, eighth graders Kylie Lam and Elaine Su performed at the Chamber Music Society of Lincoln Center. Kylie played
the cello and Elaine played the violin. As a duet, they performed Prelude and Gavotte from Gliere’s Eight Sonatas. Congratulations to these
two strong and talented musicians!

South Middle School has been a part of the Relay For Life Initiative since 2013. Our school collects donations and creates events to
raise money for Cancer research and treatment. All donations are sent
to the American Cancer Society where the money benefits families with
the donations. Events such as the Dunk Tank, Badminton Competition,
Field Day, and other fundraisers can help create a better future for people with Cancer.
Students attended the 2022 Relay For Life Field day where
they got to experience almost a whole day of fun, with ice pops distributed to everyone, with the dunk tank activity after the general
sports and events. In addition, this school has brought even more
success with changing the world. Dr. Cartolano shared, “We started
our partnership with Relay for Life in 2013 when a faculty member passed away from lung cancer. We really needed something
to pull the staff/community together. Since then, we have lost 2
other staff members to cancer as well. All proceeds go to the American Cancer Society which helps with research and patients going
through treatments.” Our school is committed to doing our part to
help eradicate Cancer and support those who are touched by Cancer.

Earth Science Solar Ovens

