
Great Neck North Middle School English Department 
7th Grade Summer Reading Assignment 2020 

 
1. Select one of the novels below to read over the summer. 
 

• Bridge to Terabithia by Katherine Paterson  
• Crash by Jerry Spinelli  
• The Misfits by James Howe (most challenging) 

 
2. Complete the double-entry journal assignment that aligns with your selected book. Use the sample below as a guide to help you 
complete the assignment correctly. The completed chart will be graded. You will also use the chart to help you complete a written 
assignment in class. 

SAMPLE Double Entry Journal 
 
Step 1: Identify examples of challenge, change, and courage in the novel.   

The Three Cs of Life: Challenge, Change, and Courage 

Directions: As you read, look for scenes that reflect the central ideas of challenge, change, and courage. Use the double-
entry journal to help you organize your evidence and your thoughts. Include quotes and page numbers. Then, use a thought starter 
to explain how that quote relates to each topic. You will use the double-entry journal to help you complete an additional assignment 
in September. Use the following example as a guide. 

 
 
Step 2: Include the title and the author. Titles of novels should be underlined. Title of short stories should be in quotation marks.   
  

Title: “The Jacket” Author: Gary Soto 
 
 
Step 3: Complete the double entry journal. Circle or highlight the central idea that relates to each example.  

Central 
Ideas 

 (1 pt. each) 
 

Page # 
 (1 pt. each) 
 
  

Provide three pieces of textual evidence 
(quotes from the novel) to support the 

theme. (4 pts. each)  

Use thought starters to explain how the 
evidence supports/proves the theme. (4 pts. each) 

 
This connects to… because 

This proves… because... 
This shows… because... 

This implies…. because… 
This is important because… 

This makes the reader realize…. because... 

Points 
earned 
 

___/10 

Challenge 

Change 

Courage 

 
267 
 
  

“And so I went, in my guacamole-colored 
jacket. So embarrassed, so hurt, I couldn’t 
even do my homework. I received Cs on 
quizzes and forgot the state capitals and the 
rivers of South America, our friendly 
neighbor.”  

This shows how wearing a jacket that he thinks 
is ugly changed Gary as a student because he 
started getting lower grades and couldn’t even 
do his homework. Wearing the jacket made 
him feel so bad about himself that it was all he 
could focus on, and it distracted him from 
doing well in school. This proves that the 
experience changed Gary in a negative way 
because he feels bad about himself, and it’s 
having a negative effect on his schoolwork.  

       /10 
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points 
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___/50 

Challenge 
Change 
Courage 
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GREAT   NECK   PUBLIC   SCHOOLS  

  RICHARD   S.   SHERMAN   –   GREAT   NECK   NORTH   MIDDLE   SCHOOL   

77   Polo   Road   Great   Neck,   New   York   11023  

 

 

Dear   Students,  

 

Happy   Summer   to   one   and   all!   I   am   so   looking   forward   to   getting   to   know   all   of   you.  

Summer   is   a   time   for   fun   and   relaxation;   however,   it   is   also   a   good   time   to   practice   the  

reading   skills   and   strategies   that   you   have   learned.  

 

We   have   a   wonderful   selection   of   books   to   choose   from   for   your   summer   reading  

assignment,   and   I’ll   be   with   you   every   step   of   the   way.   Please   join   the   Reading   Doctor  

Google   Classroom   (amfqy3r).     Throughout   the   summer,   I   will   be   available   to   answer  

your   questions,   chat   about   the   books,   and   support   your   reading   and   writing.   We’ll   talk  

about   character,   plot,   setting,   conflicts,   theme,   and   so   much   more.   I’d   also   love   to   know  

more   about   you   and   find   out   how   your   summer   is   going.  

 

Just   like   we   have   to   exercise   the   body,   we   have   to   read   to   exercise   the   brain.   Reading   is   a  

wonderful   way   to   escape,   relieve   stress,   and   gain   knowledge.   I   can’t   wait   to   get   started.   

 

All   the   best,  

Dr.   B.  

The   Summer   Reading   Doctor  

 




