
Here are some highlights from  
 
 

 
JFK’s Remote Learning Journey! 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Seesaw Blogs 
Seesaw Blogs are a simple way to showcase the amazing work students 
are doing at home, during this remote learning journey, with the broader 

community. Blogging gives 
students an authentic 
audience of their 
classmates, parents and 
teachers, encouraging 
connection, building 
relationships, and 
providing opportunities for 
real feedback. We are committed to taking 
care of our students' academic, social, and 
emotional well-being. 
 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Vocal Music 
Vocal music has been using Zoom as a way to learn, 
connect, collaborate, and make music with one another! 
In addition to Zoom, the “Music from Home” webpage, 

found on the JFK website, highlights 
the Rainbow Rhythm Compositions 
created at home by our young 
musicians. Additionally, Ms. 
Lambraia has created a “Music Technology” resources page that 
includes links to the Google Music Lab, Ear Training games, Pitch 
Identification, and practice with reading music. 
 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Fun for Fours 
Our Fun for Fours students just 
finished up studying Earth Day, 
rain, and rainbows! As we know, 
April showers bring May flowers 
and our young scientists are now 
busy learning about seeds, plants, 
and flowers! Each week, students 
are encouraged to share pictures 
of their learning and discoveries! 
Ms. Russo gathers the pictures 
and sends families a weekly 
“Science Snap.” This week 
students also had an opportunity to see one another on Zoom, 
with a focus on maintaining positive relationships!  
_________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Reading Workshop 

JFK readers launched their Research Clubs unit of study. Readers 
used Zoom for whole class mini lessons and small group 
conferencing. Zoom is being used 
to instruct new material, provide 
feedback in real-time, and 
ensure students are interacting 
with one another and the 
classroom teacher as they 
continue to build and enhance 
their online learning communities. 
JFK teachers are utilizing a variety of remote instructional methods 
and online resources to teach and interact with our students. 
 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Prekindergarten 
Pre-K has been learning all about the transformation of a caterpillar to a 
butterfly!  They have been listening to read aloud books, watching 
videos, listening to songs, and completing fun Seesaw activities on the 

subject.  Most exciting of all, they have been 
watching their own "Caterpillar Camera" for the past 
week! Teachers post videos of the caterpillars, living 
safely in Mrs. Koonin's house, every few days so 
students can observe their metamorphosis. They 
have grown so much in the past seven days...just like the book says, 
they really are "very hungry" caterpillars! 
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_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Padlet 
JFK students used their virtual 
Reader's Notebook to answer 
questions on each chapter in a 
given read aloud. Once a week, 
the teacher posts a question to the 
class padlet and during a Zoom 
session, the class discusses the 
book and the students share their 
thoughts on an interactive platform 
that allows for real feedback. 

 
_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Realistic Fiction 
JFK’s young readers are going on a Reading Adventure!  They have 
packed their suitcases with reading strategies that they plan to use 

as they go off on reading adventures and 
meet characters along the way! First 
graders are also working on writing Realistic 

Fiction.  They have 
created characters 
that will appear in a 
series of books.  These characters will go on 
many adventures!  Students are using 
Seesaw to show what they can do in 
reading and writing! 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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_____________________________________________________________________________ 
Zoom, FlipGrid and More! 
JFK teachers have been using a variety of tools to enhance 
their instruction and student learning during this remote 

learning journey! Padlet, FlipGrid, 
Virtual Math Manipulatives, and 
Zoom are some of the creative 
ways teachers are making 
learning 
interactive, 
engaging, 
and fun! We 
are 
committed to 
taking care 
of our 
students' 
academic, 
social, and emotional well-being. 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Science 
JFK's youngest scientists met with one another on Zoom and learned all about this new virtual 
learning experience! Students watched as their teacher modeled how to navigate the JFK 

website, use Padlet to turn in their work, and how 
to utilize the features within Zoom to ensure that 
future lessons are successful and productive. 
Students had an opportunity to interact with one 
another and parents were given the chance to 
ask questions, as they learned alongside their 
children. Our scientists also have an opportunity 
to showcase their hard work in a gallery 
published to the JFK Science Website - 
"Discoveries from Home!” 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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_________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Parent Literacy Workshop 

Teachers at JFK recently facilitated 
a Family Literacy Workshop via 
Zoom. The goal of the workshop 
was to teach families strategies for 
how to best support their children's 
writing process and independent 
spelling at home. Families learned 

about helpful materials to have on hand, the different stages of 
the writing process, and prompts to help children use a 
repertoire of spelling strategies at home. Families also learned 
how to use several features within Zoom. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Spirit Day 
When JFK had Spirit Day, students were encouraged to wear their JFK 
spirit wear or their favorite color and share their pictures! All of our 
students, Pre-K through Grade 5, did a great job showing their school 

spirit from home! Teachers have also 
organized virtual spirit weeks, or days, 
for their students! From favorite hat day 
to Wellness Wednesday and Costume 
Friday, teachers encouraged students 
to participate and share their pictures 
with one another! All teachers continue to build a sense of 
community and supportive learning environments within their 
virtual classrooms!  

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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_________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Zoom Experiences 
JFK teachers continue to use Zoom for live instruction. While meeting the needs of all of our 
students, teachers are using this platform for small group work, 1:1 
instruction, and whole class lessons. Zoom is utilized by classroom 
teachers, special area teachers, and support service providers. 
Office hours are another unique way in which teachers have 

incorporated 
Zoom into their 
daily routines. 
Students are 
given an 
opportunity to join 
their teachers at 
a given time for 

review in a certain subject area, to get some extra-help, to ask 
questions, or to simply stop by and connect! Teachers are 
using a variety of resources and platforms to plan and deliver instruction to meet the 
academic, social, and emotional needs of all of our students. 
_________________________________________________________________________________________
Professional Development & Teacher Training 
JFK teachers are hard at work planning their instruction while also attending 
faculty meetings, planning sessions, and multiple professional development 

opportunities. Teachers are learning all about 
the most effective ways to teach remotely, as 
well as how to use all of the tools and 
resources available. From Zoom, Google 
Classroom, and Seesaw, to coaching 
experiences offered through Teachers 
College and workshops presented by our 
mental health team about providing social 
and emotional support, JFK teachers are 

balancing teaching and their own learning to meet the needs of all students. 
_________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Zoom + Math! 
JFK teachers have been using Zoom as a way 
to learn, connect, collaborate, and bar model! During 
whole class lessons and small group office hours, 
teachers and students are using bar models to solve 
those tricky word problems! Keep up the great work 
mathematicians! 
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_________________________________________________________________________________________
Virtual Publishing Parties 
As classes begin to finish their writing units of study, teachers and 
students are using Zoom as a platform for their publishing parties. 

Students published their Argumentative 
Essay: The Great Chocolate Milk Debate on 
Padlet. After using multiple resources for 
research, students wrote to Mr. Gimondo 
and Mrs. Bell advocating for, or against, 
chocolate milk in school.  
Student scientists celebrated their unit of 
study by sharing their animal research 
projects on Zoom. Students hosted an 
Animal Symposium where they presented 
their research based animal awards. 
Utilizing a variety of resources, students 

presented their findings in creative ways. Students reflected on the 
writing process, celebrated their hard work, and had an 
opportunity to comment on one another’s pieces. Students also 
celebrated the end of their Social Issues Realistic Fiction writing unit. Everyone brought a 
“friend” for the celebration!  During breakout rooms, each student shared a part of their story 
that they were particularly proud of. 
_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

5th Grade Olympics 
On Friday, May 22, 2020, our 5th graders participated in JFK’s Virtual 
5th Grade Olympics. The day started off with the entire grade level 
meeting on Zoom! Students were excited to complete the Olympic 
events, record their results, and send in pictures throughout the day! 
Coaches organized a day full of fun, fitness, and a lot of smiles!  
_________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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_________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Tang Math on Zoom 

JFK mathematicians 
participated in a very 
special interactive 
virtual event with an 
enrichment specialist 
from Tang Math. 
Together with their 

teachers, the children played a game of Jeopardy on Zoom with enrichment expert, Jared 
Saavedra.  Students had the opportunity to practice and reinforce 4th grade math skills that 
they have been working on throughout the year. A fun time was had by all!  
________________________________________________________________________________________ 
ENL on Zoom! 
ENL students are learning about prepositions.  They 

learned that when we talk 
about where something is, we 
use special words, called 
“prepositions.” They played 
the game, Simon Says, to 
demonstrate the words "on," 
"under," and "next to.” 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Morning Meeting Book Reviews 
Students are participating in Morning Meeting Book 
Reviews! The reviews include the title and author, a 
short summary of the plot without giving away the 
ending (character, setting, problem), and student 
opinions about the book. During morning meeting, 
students answered whether or not they 
recommended the book and supported their opinion 
with reasons. The students loved the experience and 
everyone left with new books they were interested in 
reading! 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Car Parade Highlights 
On Thursday, May 28th, the JFK community participated in a car 
parade. Families came out to cheer on the JFK staff as they drove 

the parade route! Cars were 
decorated to remind students that 
they are cared for and missed. 
Students created signs to 
show their appreciation 
for the staff. It was a 
wonderful event enjoyed 
by all who attended! 
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_________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Pre-K Morning Meeting on Zoom - Oral Language, Active Listening, and Math!  
Pre-K classes have been doing live zoom shares to practice oral 
language and active listening skills. During morning meeting, students 

were asked to bring a snack of their choice, just 
as they would in the classroom, and share about 
it. Students prepared answers to the following 
questions: What are you eating for a snack 
today? What shape, color, texture, and taste 
does it have? 
 
Students utilized vocabulary they have been 

learning about this year: 

● Shape: circle, square, triangle, rectangle, oval, cylinder, 
sphere, cube, cone. 

● Color: warm colors (red, orange, yellow, pink) and cool colors 
(green, blue, purple). 

● Texture: rough, smooth, bumpy, crunchy, soft/mushy. 
● Taste: sweet, sour, salty, bitter. 

 
After everyone shared, classes graphed their data together to 
connect to the current math unit! Then students enjoyed eating their 
snack!  
_________________________________________________________________________________________ 
MUSIC 
Third grade students used Flipgrid to have a unique virtual 
concert! Each student selected a song to perform and 
recorded a short video to submit on our JFK Third Grade 

Music Grid. Students were 
then able to respond to 
their classmates’ videos by 
recording a short video 
message to “cheer on” 
their friends and compliment each individual performance! 
Ms. Lambraia has also created a Virtual Music Room where 
all activities and games are available to explore! 
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_________________________________________________________________________________________
BEST Buddy Olympics! 
JFK BEST Buddy Olympics took take place virtually on June 
10th! Although we couldn’t have a BEST Buddy Olympics in 

person, our teachers and staff 
planned and coordinated a way 
to celebrate the friendships 
between our Mentors and 
Mentees.  Participants started off 
the day with a celebratory Zoom 
Meeting and Virtual Classroom 
exploration. After the celebration, 
mentees participated in a Virtual 
Buddy Olympics with their 
families.   

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Kindness Activities and JFK Routines 
Morning Meeting is taking place on Zoom!  Students 
chat, share, and play games as they do in the 

classroom.  Each 
week, classes have 
continued with the 
daily JFK schedule, 
including Mindful 
Monday, Idiom of the 
Week and a favorite, 
Kindness Wednesday! 

In this class, students read about, write about, and talk 
about ways to be kind at home and in the community. 
Students found kindness quotes that were meaningful 
to them and shared them on a class Padlet. Students 
took time out of their learning to help their family 
around the house. You can see students doing the 
dishes, cleaning their bedroom and setting the table for breakfast. The class even played a 
word game, using the word ‘friend’ as their base word. 
_________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Elementary Music Sing-A-Long 
Each grade celebrated the end of the school year with a 
special music sing-a-long! Students watched their elementary 
music teachers perform familiar songs and had an 
opportunity to sing along from home.  
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_________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Zooming + Read Alouds and Math 

JFK teachers continue to be 
creative using Zoom to teach 
whole class math lessons and to 
engage in read aloud 
experiences! Students sign on and 
the teacher uses features such as 
screen sharing to make the lessons 
interactive and exciting! 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Experiencing Library Virtually 
In library class, fifth grade students created PSAs (Public Service 
Announcements) on Digital Citizenship.  They chose from various 

topics such as cyberbullying, online 
safety, blogs, hackers, private 
information, peer pressure, and 
others.  Students in 3rd and 4th grade 
then watched these PSAs and 
created a poster to share what they 
had learned. The fifth graders were 
amazing teachers and as is obvious 
from the posters, the 3rd and 4th 
grade students were fantastic 
learners!  

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Congratulations to the 5th Grade Class of 2020! 
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