
A Tale From The City

Written by, 
Ciaran Palma

Illustrated by Rui Hua 
Jing and Linshuang Yuan



One day, my dad and mom packed up boxes. They piled them 

in a car and started to drive away from our small suburban 

house.  But, that was three years ago.



     We moved to the city. I don’t like the city. The kids are 

tough and the air smells weird.  There are no trees to 

climb or flowers to smell.  All there is in the city are 

cars, trucks, buses, and almost anything with wheels.  My 

dad says, “You’ll adjust, Kev.”  I think he’s just being 

optimistic. 



Everything changed. The house, the roads, the routes, the 

restaurants, even my video games. I miss my friends: David, 

Joe, and Sam. I am not able to make friends here. No one 

knows anything I know. 

 

Then one day… 



 

This kid named Paul moved in from Maine. 

 

    He is from a small town, too. He and I met eyes. For 

some reason, I just knew at once he could make a good 

friend.



“Hello! I’m Kevin, you can call me Kev.” I was a 

little worried but to my surprise he replied,  

“Hi, I’m Paulios, you can call me Paul.”  

A friend has come at last!!!



We 

discovered 

we like the 

same things. 

The same 

foods, the 

same games, 

even the 

same 

sneaker 

brand.



Paul has a lot of stories. He told me about his 

clubhouse with a working TV.  He told me about the 

time he had a water/ice fight with the kids next 

door. He told me about his friends Owen and Luke.   

We were now friends. 

     

Paul taught me how to run fast. 

I taught him how to throw a football. 



I asked Paul about climbing a tall tree in the park, 

he shook his head. The one thing Paul didn’t tell me 

was that he’s scared of heights!   

 

I found out soon enough, though. 

 

I didn’t judge him or laugh at him or even think 

about it.  I told him to conquer his fear.  



A few weeks later, I saw him climbing the 

tall tree outside. 

 

I screamed out loud, “PAUL, YOU DID IT!!!”



“Wake up, Kev.  Wake up!”  Huh?  “It’s me, Dad!” 

“Wha-, where’s the city?”   

“You must be dreaming. I came to say that, we are 

packing up the boxes I think we need your help.” 

Oh no!



This book is about a kid named 

Kev.  His parents moved to the 

city. Kev has a hard time making 

friends and was lonely. No one was 

like him. But soon, a kid named 

Paul came to town. Kev and Paul 

were now friends. Still, you can't 

hide a secret forever, when Kev 

discovered Paul’s worst fear, 

EVERYTHING changed.


